■tC committee ends meeting 

NA, Feb. 18(R j. — OPEC's Economic Commission 
a fiyr>-Wfly n wting at its Vienna headquart- 
jut did not discuss the price , dipute, Mr. Hamid 
mi, a spokesman for the organisation said. Its discns- 
'5-^ were confined to. price differentials affecting vaiy- 
ra rfyg awrj categories of crnde_oiL OPEC is seeking 
’^'jidinated poli^r on -differentiate, but no decisions 
»:**.* r . ■ t»>*n The economic experts also decided to begin 
'i on production programming, the spokesman said. 

. 'is- a controversial issue.- given new importance by 
V that Saudi Arabia, already the world's biggest oil 
• !;v,4er, may tiy to capitalise on its cheaper prices by 

1 production. Mr. Zaheri said the Economic Com- 

(k an would consider programming at its next meeting 
'^xEnna. probably in April or May. 
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Space shuttle takes to the air 

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, California,. Feb. IS (R). - 
The space shuttle Enterprise today rode piggyback for 
two hours aboard a jumbo jet in its first step towards 
becoming the United States’ space cargo ship of the 
1980’s. The snub-nosed Enterprise lifted off on the back 
of a Boeing 747 attached by three struts. “Both pilots re- 
port the 747 is handling extremely well/’ the ground 
controller said after take-off. He later reported a perfect 
landing. The 67,500 kg. Enterprise wiil be launched like 
a rocket from 'Cape Canaveral in 1979 to carry space 
laboratories and satellites aloft. It will glide back to 
earth like a conventional plane. It was taken to 4.900 
metres today and was flown at a maximum speed of 
459 kms per ’hour. 


Price : 50 fib 


ftin, Alton, Peres assure 
afSraelis of continuing 


« c 



IllOtp. Feb. 18 — Israel's 
'Hinister Yitzhak Rabin 
: , . gbt that arms were 
> ■ ;s..‘IJ4d Israel from the Uni- 
i- • --s as scheduled and Is- 

~ ! *?now stronger than all 
.■.--"'■^countries put together, 
a radio nderviewer 
-^el had obtained $1.5 
“^°rth of weapons - a' 
-"j^n America since the 
• J t^ldle East war, comp- 
i $300 - million worth 

r? -: t of the previous three 

*• rev* • P - 

^Jinler said that during 
• :* .K.to Washington next 
would try to reverse 
. vr.C Carter's decision .not 

* ’• -cr. fv'rael highly destructive 
^ -pn bombs, which ex- 

air oyer a wide area, 

-* • u that -in the lungs of- 
v.-i r'JTg being. ' 

■ :-i n . j^vbin said Israel wanted 

' v.'i ^-jssion bomb to main- 
^'sir superiority against 
y r rapons systems. He ref- 
; . ’elaborate. 

Foreign Minister Yi- 
^ also hastened 4© rea- 
‘-f. * countrymen about co- 
i^.U.S. support He said 
. . , • srview published today 
'.United States had pro-. 

* " aei weapons that have 

effect as the contro- 

oncussion bomb. 

’ the promise was ma- 

aeli leaders by Ameri- 
\ F.V'io'tetary of State Cyrus 
iw; talks here 'this wetek. 

* - " ’-‘Ion told the pro-gove- 

' LkN £ .newspaper Davar that . 
Jimmy Carter’s deci- . 

* • . ; ' o supply Israel with the 

- ■ concussion bomb, pro? 
the previous admini- 
; : should not be regar- 

. - iff “unfriendly act” tb- 
.... - : ael. 

. e Minister Shimon Pe- 
... . today the U.S. refusal 
.. . he concussion bombs 
..J was disappointing, 

. 7 . ft open the possibility 
il might maifp the we- 
' elf. 

'* .re disappointed by the 
.. reply especially as we 
given a different pro- 
' vioasly," Mr. Peres to- 
: Radio. 

* Hsappointment is not 
" "time and we now have 
of. alternatives, of a . 
'programme,” he said. 

■ observers interpreted . 

' s’ remarks as a hint 
--lei’s -arms industry, 
ready produces a var- 


support 


-iety of sophisticated weapons, 

- might make the bomb. 

Mr. Peres said in a separate 
.interview with an Israeli news-' 

- paper that Israel had been rea- 
dy to undertake the use of 
bombs only to break through 
minefields or to hit missile 
concentrations. 

r The concussion bombs can 
be used to detonate mines be- 
cause of the pressure they cr- 
_eate. 

They are also one of the most 
lethal weapons ever devised 
against troops concentrations, 
and are described as the perfe- 
ct weapon for a small country 
fighting enemies with large pop- 
ulations. 

Various other officials here 
stressed that Israel (fid not view 
Washington’s refusal to sell 
the concussion bombs as a bl- 
ow to U.S.-fsrael relations. 

“Our relations with Washin- 
gton are very good as was pro- 
ved during the visit here only 
days ago of* Mr. Cyrus Vance. 
The weapons question is one 
of principle with the New Car- 
ter a dminis t.raf.inn and this was 
known erven before the elect- 
ion,” one official said. 

“It is therefore ah unfortun- 
ate coincidence that one of the 
first' chances to appy Mr. Car- 
eer’s campaign on arms invol- 
ved us,” the official said. 

He denied Israeli press spe- 
culation that the -bomb ques- 
tion was linked with Middle • 
• East peace efforts. 

-.The timing of the announce- 
ment, however, appeared des- 
igned to give a boost to Mr. Va- 
nce as. he began .crucial talks 
in Cairo with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat. 

In Washington yesterday. 
White House press secretary 
Jody Powell stressed that It sh- 
ould not be interpreted as a 
move against Israel. 

r ‘T think it related to a gene- 
ral desire to limit and reduce 
the sale of sophisticated and 
highly destructive weapons wor- 
ldwide -- he (Mr. Carter) ex- 
pressed this often as a candid- 
ate -- and also his feeling that 
a decision not to sell was not 
inconsistent with his oft-repe- 
ated commitment to the secu- 
rity of Israel," Mr. Powell said. 

Mr. Powell said that althou- 
gh Mr. Carter had cancelled 
the bombs sale, .he had decided 
to allow the proposed sale of 
M-60 tanks and 155- mm how- 
itzers to Israel to go ahead. 



His Majesty King Hussein confers with UJS. Secretary of State Cyras Vance at the Hashhnfyeh 
Palace Friday (JNA photo). 

De Guiringaud confers with 
Khaddam, Al Fahoum in Damascus 


DAMASCUS, Feb. 18 (R). — 
French Foreign Minister Louis 
de Guiringaud, who is sounding 
out prospects for peace in the 
Middli East, today had separate 
meetings here with Syrian and 
Palestinian leaders. 


The minister arrived earlier 
from Beirut for talks on ways 
France and Western Europe 
could help to achieve a peace 
settlement. 

Syrian officials said his talks 
with Foreign Minister Abdul 


Official 

denies 

Post 


spokesman 

Washington 

allegations 


AMMAN (JNA). — An official 
Jordanian spokesman here refu- 
ted allegations published in an 
article in the Washington Post, 
Friday, subsequently carried by 
a number of news agencies, on 
alleged links between the Jor- 
danian government and the U.S. 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA). 

“The article in question," the 
spokesman said, “con tains fa- 
bricated and incorrect informa- 
tion meant to defame Jordan 
and Its leaders, to undermine 
the unity of the Arab front, 
which Is essential to the fight 
for peace and to barm tie peace 
efforts which the U.S. Secreta- 
ry of State, Mr. Cyrus Vance 
is currently undertaking. 

'This is evident from the ti- 


ming of the publication 'of* the 
article -- on the eve of the 
U.S. secretary of state’s visit 
to Jordan. The Washington Post 
and the author of the article 
are known for their close affi- 
liations with Zion!:t organisa- 
tions in the United States,” the 
spokesman' said. 

“The paper in question has 
previously published various 
news items and articles design- 
ed to sow confusion and lay the 
foundation for a split in Arab 
ranks or to undermine the mu- 
tual trust which responsible 
Arab leaders and honest U.S. 
elements are trying to establish 
between the Arab nation and 
the United States. Such actions 
are in the service of aggressive 
and expan tionist Israeli desi- 
gns,” the statement concluded. 


lo i* 


JlK’u 



To aid long-term developmen t 

Jordanian economist suggests need 
national policy on consumption 


> • ; Rami & Khouri 

• r .to the Jordan Times 

, . --.daniah developmental 
.. r s expert hag suggest - 

; rhe government should 
consider-.*-, “national 
- ... ftion policy” as part of 
V s ®' national strategy to 
long-term ' economic 
'■ : d development. ■' . 

7,-itham Hourani, Profes- 
' - 1 *. -Economies at the Urji- 
t Jordan and a speda- 


r - development econo - 
J planning in develop-. 

/ tries, said in . an inter- 
^ h the Jordan. TSmes . 
‘' week that the .state ' 
’™. a Serious look 
. r - .sssive 'spending on im- " 
\Utuiy consumer goods 
- -‘ 5*8 P 1 ® 1 * at '-a time? 

. fluan remains -heavily 
l ’ On foreign financial 
' ’ ,rnd loans for its. basic 
\ ■; lental needs. He says: . 
^ wlicy ^makers may wdf 
; whether , they should " 
.-• r > directing and sup- 
■ /the consumption policy 
v’nians, to increase; the 
a of consumers, to im- 
economic behaviour 
- c hasing habits. The gov* 

► -can and should . play 
■ -taut role in this direc- 
serious about 'ha- ■ 
«nd development ob- 
in the kms run.* In a 


. •‘'■untry such as Jordan, 
' . * limited, resources and 


items such as colour televis- 
ions, big cars, fancy perfumes 
and other such items. We have 
modest resources, with a popu- 
lation of largely middle-class 
people with fixed Incomes. If 
-we open up this small body of 
consumers to the capitalistic 
consumption patterns of the 
Western industrial states, we 
.create a tendency to consume 
expensive Items that we simp- 
■ iy cannot afford to do at a time 
when we require money for 
basic development projects. 

“We have reached a point 
where people display irrational 
consumption habits, such as a 
household that buys a JD 500 
colour television set and sells 
its black-and-white television 
at a very low price. 

“I think there is a danger in 
some of the massive advertis- 
ing on television, for example, 
because this takes place in the 
absence of any dear national 
strategy about what is good for 
-Jordan and what is not good 
.for- Jordan. I think- a national 
is required on what is 
for us as a nation, a policy 
to look at our national goals, 
our economic objectives, our 
national culture and heritage, 
to see the things we want to 
develop, improve and retain. 
Some of the things we see on 
television; like' all those police 
shows, I think these may be 
building a .generation of child- 
ren ‘that is not totally commit- 
ted to Jordan. There is a danger 
in this for example, because it 
encourages Jordanians to buy 


of. foreign exchange,. 

: simultaneous drive to 

V oor coun&y, we need - large quantities of 
i" , Jiage the - import - of ' foreign perfumes that they see 
v pkal goods, ajbd >.dis-: advertised lavishly on tdevis- 
. expetaive.:.-«aisia 3 «r.-' km every night -Bsshaps the 


state could regulate or restrict 
the imports of some luxury 
items, like cars or colour tele- 
visions, or impose heavy taxes 
on undesired consumer produc- 
ts. This is difficult because it 
may run against the basic phi- 
losophy of the government in 
Jordan, which is freedom of the 
private sector and free choice 
for the individual. But I think 
there are times when the state 
should step in for the overall 
betterment of individuals, to 
produce disciplined policies and 
attitudes to consumption. Philo- 
sophically, this is difficult, but 
not impossible. I think the gov- 
ernment should face the matter 
now with a strong plan. I can’t 
give you a precise formula for 
what to do, but the matter can 
be researched properly. It is 
difficult, sensitive and very, ch- 
allenging, but it is very impor- 
tant for Jordan. 

“The basic point is that we 
may be living - beyond our res- 
ources, which is very dange- 
rous in the long run. A strong 
attitude by the state would 
generate a tremendous amount 
of respect, especially from ab- 
road, because it would show us 
as being really serious about 
our development effort.” 

Dr. Hourani explains that the 
single most serious constraint 
to Jordan’s developmental ob- 
jectives is “the question of 
human resources, our skilled 
and trained labour supply that 
is shrinking because of people 
continually going to work in 
higher-paying jobs in the oil- 
producing states.” 

He says this is the most 
“challenging” constraint facing 
the country right now, but adds 


chat it is directly tied to infla- 
tion, which he calls “public 
enemy n umb er one." 

“Inflation is brought about 
partly by labour shortages or 
increased labour costs. What 
we seek is long-term economic 
growth with stability of pric- 
es. In the development stage, 
we cannot have growth without 
some inflation, and this inevi- 
table inflation has been called 
a ‘lubricating element’. If this 
rate of inflation is around 
four or five per cent, it allows 
prices to increase at a low 
rate, which is a sound idea in 
a developing country because 
it gives people the Financial 
incentive to get into new pro- 
jects and invest their money 
• in development efforts. 

“But when the inflation rate 
gets to ten per cent or more, 
it badly affects the savings and 
consumption habits of people, 
and the development effort 
suffers. The middle and lower 
class people who have a fixed 
income start to realise that 
their money is losing some of 
its value, that it has a lower 
purchasing power. Therefore 
they stop saving their money 
and go out and spend it quick- 
ly instead. In a developing co- 
untry like Jordan, the savings 
of the people must be a major 
source of finance for new or 
expanding projects. When fam- 
ilies stop saving money and 
just spend their income on 
consumer goods, especially im- 
ported goods, you find that 
rich traders make much money, 
and the inflation situation is 
made worse because some of 
the increases in prices are due 


Halim Khaddam covered the la- 
test developments in the region 
and the possibility of reconven- 
ing the Geneva conference. 

Earlier M. de Guiringaud con- 
ferred with Mr. Khaied Al Fa- 
houm, speaker of the Palestin- 
ian National Council. 

Mr. Fahoum later quoted the 
minister as saying that Palesti- 
nians had a right to a homeland 
and must take part in any in- 
ternational deliberations on the 
Palestine question. 

M. de Guiringaud tonight pra- 
ised Syria's role in restoring 
security to Lebanon. At a din- 
ner given tor him by Mr. Khad- 
dam, he said France, like Sy- 
ria, believed it was urgent to 
seek an overall settlement in 

DE GUIRINGAUD : 40 YEARS 
ON THE DIPLOMATIC TRAIL 
— P. 3 — 

the Middle East. Otherwise “the 
region could be subject to new 
tensions with the risk of threa- 
tening equilibrium and stabili- 
ty.” 

He added that France was 
ready when the time came to 
make a contribution to guaran- 
tees in the framework of such 
a settlement 

The French minister also cal 
led for closer links between Eu- 
rope and the Arab World, and 
said that because of their “pri- 
vileged situation” in the two 
regions France and Syria could 
help achieve such links. 

On Sunday M. de Guiringaud 
will go to Amman, where U.S. 
Secretary of State Cyrus Van- 
ce arrived today. 


Clifford meets 
Greek leaders 


ATHENS, Feb. IS (R). — ■ Mr. 
Clark Clifford, special envoy to 
U.S. President Jimmy Carter 
today held talks with Greek 
leaders to try to mend relations 
between Greece and Turkey, 
whose dispute is weakening the 
bonds of the NATO alliance. 

Cyprus and the 1974 with- 
drawal by. Greets of its forces 
from the NATO military line-up 
were major topics when Mr. 
Clifford, former U.S. Defence 
Secretary, met Greek leaders 
here. 

He had talks lasting more 
than two hours with Prime Mi- 
nister Constantine Karamanlis 
and Foreign Minister Diraitrios 
Bitsios. ' 

Discussion on Cyprus today 
centred on a recent agreement 
between the Greek and Turkish 
Cypriots to resume talks in 
Vienna next month. ' * 

Mr. Karamanlis said Mr. Clif- 
ford had not brought any pro- 
posals, but added that President 
Carter had sent him a personal 
message. 

“I wish to say that President 
Carter has the intention of re- 
considering the American posi- 
tions on toe problems which 
concern our country and to 
help for their just and peaceful 
settlement,” Mr. Karamanlis ad- 
ded. 

Mr. Clifford has more talks 
tonight and tomorrow with Mr.- 
Bitsios. 

Meanwhile in Brussels, infor- 
med sources said that Turkey 
will almost certainly veto new 
plans by Athens to alter Gree- 
ce’s relationship with NATO. 

Greece indicated in a memo- 
randum last month that it wan- 
ted to continue military coope- 
ration with all alliance mem- 
bers except Turkey, toe sour- 
ces said. 


King Hussein confers 
with Vance on Mideast 

talks deadlock 


peace 


AMMAN (Agencies) — His Ma- 
jesty King Hussein met visiting 
U.S. Secretary of State Cyrus 
Vance at the Hashimiyeh Palace 
Friday evening as U.S.-Jordan- 
ian consultations got under way 
in search of a way out of the 
deadlock in Middle East peace 
talks. 

The U.S. secretary of state 
who arrived here Friday noon 
told reporters at the airport he 
hoped his visit “will underscore 
the importance ... of the role 
that His Majesty is playing in 
resolving the bitterness and co- 
nflicts” in the region. 

He said the United States 
and Jordan were old friends 
and hoped' his visit would also 
underscore that friendship. 

In the afternoon, Mr. Vance 
met with American ambassad- 
ors posted in Arab capitals 
to review the latest deve- 
lopments in the area and to 
stretch the broad lines of the 
Carter administration's Mideast 
policy to them. The meeting 
was held at the Jordan Inter- 
continental Hotel 

In the evening, the King gave 
a dinner banquet in honour of 
toe U.S. secretary of state whi- 
ch was attended by His High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, Pri- 
me Minister Mudar Badran, ca- 
binet ministers and members of 
the U.S. delegation accompany- 
ing Mr. Vance. Discussions are 
to resume Saturday over break- 
fast. 

The high-powered delegation 
includes -Under-Secretary for 
Political Affairs, Philip Habib, 
Assistant Secretary of State for 
Near Eastern Affairs Alfred 
Atherton and Director of the 
Bureau of Intelligence and Re- 
search, Harold Saunders. 

Mr. Vance was cautiously 
optimistic when he left Cairo 
earlier today and discussed 
President Anwar Sadat’s propo- 
sal that Jordan and the Pales- 
tinian Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) establish some sort of 
formal links before a resump- 
tion of the Geneva peace talks. 

He said the proposal, which 
implies a joint Jordanian-Pales- 
tinian delegation at the Geneva 
talks, narrowed the differences 
between Arab and Israeli views 
on toe key procedural issue in 
the way of holding a confere- 
nce. 

"It seems to me it's a con- 
structive suggestion,” he said 
in a 20-minute airborne news 
conference. It was his first su^ 
ch meeting with reporters since 
lasL Monday when he began a 
six-nation Middle East tour 
which has already taken him 
to Lebanon and Israel as well 
as Egypt. 

“It begins to move towards 
suggestions which have been 
made by the Israelis as to how 
the Palestinian question might 
be resolved and therefore there 
appears to be some narrowing 
of the different positions,” he 
said. 

He said some differences re- 
mained, but he declined to ela- 
borate. 

He said both Israel and Eg- 
ypt were prepared to go to Ge- 
neva without preconditions on- 
ce the procedural problem over 
Palestinian representation was 


settled, but he was cautious 
not to appear over-optimistic. 

"I don’t mean to say that I 
don't think there aren't very' 
deep substantial and procedural 
questions (between Israel and 
the Arabs)," he said. 

Mr. Vance said he thought 
Mr. Sadat’s proposals appea- 
red to have the support of some 
Palestinian leaders. He did not 
identify them. 

He was asked whether Egypt 
was pressing the Palestine Libe- 
ration Organisation to change 
its covenant -- the Palestinian 
National Charter. “Yes. 1 do 
have that Feeling," he said. 

On the way from Cairo, Mr. 
Vance stopped for a few hours 
in B^rut and announced the 
United States was providing 
Lebanon with $50 million in 
aid to help the country rebuild 
its war-devastated economy. 


leaders to 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 18 (R). — 
President Carter today said he 
had asked leaders of Middle 
East countries to visit Washin- 
gton as soon as possible to dis- 
cuss ways of solving the Arab- 
Israeli dispute. 

The president, speaking to 
employees ar the interior de- 
partment, gave no timetable for 
the visits but said the Middle 
East had high priority on his 
foreign policy agenda. 

He said the United States 
wanted to do all it could to- 
ward a Middle East settlement 
but added that he did not in- 
tend to exert improper pressu- 
re in a situation which must be 
improved by the Arabs and Is- 
raelis themselves. 

He described 1977 as the year 
which offered the brightest ho- 
pe for progress in the Middle 
East He said that although he 
could not guarantee success, an 
Arab-Israeli settlement was a 


BEIRUT, Feb. 18 (Agencies). — 
The Head of toe Middle East 
Department at toe Soviet Fo- 
reign Ministry, Mr. Mikhail Sy- 
tenko flew here today from 
Amman two days ahead of his 
announced schedule after a 
three-day visit to Jordan during 
which he met with His Majesty 
King Hussein, Premier Mudar 
Badran and Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Hassan 
Ibrahim review developments 
in toe Middle East and other 
current international issues 

No explanation was given for 
toe change in the Soviet dele- 
gation's itinerary. 

U.S. Secretary of State Cyrus 
Vance arrived here today too. 
The United States and toe So- 
viet Union are co-chairmen of 


He nlt>o called on oihu: co- 
untries to assist in the rehabi- 
litation effort in put Lebanon 
back on its feet. 

Mr. Vance had talks with 
Lebanese Foreign Minister Fu- 
nd Butros and was a lunch 
guest of President Elias Sarkis. 

Reliable sources in Beirut 
said Mr. Vance refused to re- 
ceive a message from the rig- 
htwing Lebanese Front, call- 
ing for a canton-type political 
structure, or at least decentra- 
lisation. 

He left Beirut ha if an hour 
behind schedule, according to 
an aide, "because it was a re- 
laxed, Middle East atmosphere 
and we couldn't rush." 

The secretary of state flies 
to the Saudi Arabian capital of 
Riyadh tomorrow, and comple- 
tes his tour with a stop in Da- 
mascus on Sunday. 


Washington 

major goal for the United Sta- 
tes as well as for potential ad- 
versaries, such as the Soviet 
Union. 

Mr. Carter said that any set- 
tlement brought about by his 
use of political and military 
means would only bring an un- 
easy peace. 

.But he stressed the United 
States was a focal point for ef- 
forts towards a settlement be- 
cause Israel and the Arabs loo- 
ked to this country' for diplom- 
atic action. 

He said that was why 
he had sent Secretary of State 
Cyrus Vance on his current 
mission to the Middle East. 

He also said he thought the 
Geneva Middle East conference 
could be reconvened later this 
year and that the United States 
could be a stimulating factor in 
helping to resolve the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 


the suspended Geneva confere- 
nce on the Middle East. Leba- 
nese Foreign Minister Fuad Bu- 
tros, who conferred today with 
Mr. Vance, will see Mr. Syten- 
ko tomorrow. 

An authoritative source said 

the Soviet emissary will exch- 
ange views” on the Middle East 
situation and in particular on 
the search for a compromise as 
a preliminary to negotiations at 
Geneva." 

Mr. Sytenko had conveyed to 
Jordanian Leaders the Soviet 
viewpoint on a Middle East set- 
tlement, the reconvening of the 
Geneva peace conference and 
how to achieve a positive cli- 
mate for its success. 

Possible Soviet reconstruction 
aid for Lebanon will also be 
discussed, the source said. 


Carter invites Mideast 


Sytenko arrives in Beirut 
two days ahead of schedule 



VANCE IN AMMAN * - Premier Mudar Badran re cetves U.S. Secretary of State Cyras Vance upon 
Ms arrival at Amman airport Friday. VS. Ambas sador to Jordan Thomas Pickering is seen 
Premier Badran along with a number of ministers and members of the U.S. delegation at the back- 
ground. (JNA photo). 
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Concussion 

statesmanship 


The administration of President Carter is to be 
commended in principle for its decision to withhold 
the sale of the CBU-72 concussion bombs to Israel, 
but we in the Middle East should not confuse princi- 
ples of broad American policy with specific turns in 
American policy-making in the Middle East. That is, 
the decision to deny Israel the CBU-72 bombs, from 
the point of view of Middle East peace prospects, is 
neither important nor even symbolic of new American 
policies vis-a-vis arms sales to Israel. A closer 
look at the military and aid relationship between the 
U.S. and Israel shows that nothing has really chang- 
ed. In fact, it has intensified. 


The decision to withhold the CBU-72 bomb from 
Israel was not the result of a reassessment of 
American-Israeii ties, but was rather the result of a 
broad American policy decision to reduce the proli- 
feration of arms particularly the more sophisticated 
arms in the American arsenal. The same rationale lay 
behind the Carter administration decision to veto the 
sale to Ecuador of Israeli-made but American-power- 
ed Kdr fighter jets. 


In the case of the CBU-72 bombs, the Americans 
and Israelis have already made it clear that other 
American bombs will be supplied that can do the 
same destructive job as the concussion bombs. In the 
Kfir jet sale issue, the Americans have agreed to give 
Israel another $285 million in economic assistance in 
the 1978 aid package, to make up for the loss in 
revenues that the Kfir sales would have brought in. 
And while the concussion bomb sale has been cancel- 
led, the U.S. has agreed to sell Israel a large number 
of M-60 tanks and 155mm howitzers. 


So the basic principle of an open pipeline of mili- 
tary and economic aid from Washington to Tel Aviv 
has not been changed. In fact, it has been made worse 
by the American move to supply additional compen- 
satory economic aid to offset the Israeli loss of reve- 
nues from the Kfir sale to Ecuador. • 


This is not a process of great statesmanship. 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARY 


Two of the Jordanian dailies 
commented in their Friday edi- 
torials on His Majesty King Hu- 
ssein interview with the Leba- 
nese weekly magazine Al Ha- 
wadess, in which he warned 
the Arabs not to slacken their 
preparation, and mentioned 
that if the revenues from the 
oil price increases recently app- 
roved were allocated to the con- 
frontation states, these would 
solve their economic problems 
and enable them to face Israel. 


just look on -- with their mo- 
ney piled up in banks ? 


AL SHA'B, under the bead- 
ing "King Hussein sounds the 
alarm", says that His Majesty’s 
warning to the Arabs to prep- 
are to face the various even- 
tualities of the coming stage 
comes a propitious time, nota- 
bly because the Arabs are now 
confronted with an internatio- 
nal peace offensive, which car- 
ries with it many dangers. 


AL DUSTOUR, under the 
heading "Arab oil countries”, 
says that it is high time that 
the Arab oil countries realised 
that the financial support they 
are providing to confrontation 
states is just a symbolic ges- 
ture and is far from sufficient 
to help them solve their inter- 
nal economic problems and fa- 
ce external pressures. 


One of these dangers resides 
in the fact that we might be 
tempted to relax our efforts 
and wait for peace to fail on 
us -- either through the Gene- 
va conference or any other 
means originating outside the 
Arab world, the paper says. 


The Arabs will always rem- 
ain incapable of presenting a 
strong stand if the confronta- 
tion states remain weak, and 
their weakness will surely be 
reflected at the Geneva confere- 
nce and in any other peace eff- 
orts undertaken to solve the 
Middle East conflict. 

What is important, therefore, 
is not for the Arabs to attend 
Geneva, but that they should 
be able to repulse any danger 
which they may face. 


The oil weapon will be use- 
less without the existence of 
the necessary force to protect 
its source. This task falls on 
tbe states facing the enemy. 

Financial support, therefore, 
is neither a service or a grant 
to be given by the Arab oil 
countries, but a question of du- 
ty and responsibility towards 
the joint Arab future. 

What loss would be suffered 
by those countries if, instead 
of placing their surplus oil mo- 
ney in foreign banks, they were 
to use it to help and strengthen 
the confrontation states, the 
paper asks ? 

Does the world believe the 
seriousness of our desire to 
recover our usurped rights, 
when confrontation states str- 
uggle against economic prob- 
lems and Arab oil countries 



The Christian Science Monitor 


Yen 


NEWS FOCUS 


War in Southern Africa seem# 
inevitable as peace moves free; 


t 


By June Goodwin 


The 


Christian Science Monitor 
News Service - 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca — Southern Africa is pulling 
back into separate black and 
white strategy sessions -- ap- 
parently to prepare for war. 

Both sides feel that after tbe 
failure of the Geneva confe- 
rence on Rhodesia there is no 
other alternative. 

Southern Africa’s two top 
white leaders, John Vorster and 
Ian Smith -- Prime Ministers 
of South Africa and Rhodesia 
respectively - - conferred in 
Cape Town. But this time Mr. 
Vorsteris role towards Mr. 
Smith is quite different from 
what is was when the two men 
met last autumn. 

Then Mr. Vorster did what 
the United States hoped he 
would: Put pressure on Mr. 
Smith to agree to discuss with 
black Rhodesian nationalists 
leaders a transfer to black ma- 
jority rule within two years: 

Now Mr. Vorster apparently 
sees his only option as backing 
Mr. Smith in the latter’s refu- 
sal to go any ' further in his 
discussions with the nationa- 
lists -- and more particularly 
with Mr. Joshua Nkomo and 
Mr. Robert Mugabe of the Pat- 
riotic Front, who were at the 
Geneva conference. 

Both the U.S. and British 
governments believe there is 
no likelihood of a durable set- 
tlement in Rhodesia unless Mr. 
Smith reverses himself and ag- 
rees to resume talks with Mr. 
Nkomo and Mr. Mugabe. This 


is because (as the U-S- and Bri- 
tish governments see it) only 
they can commit the black 
guerrilla movement to a cease- 
fire and support of any event- 
ual agreed settlement. 

But Mr. Vorster is inclined 
to see Mr. Nkomo and Mr. 
Mugabe in the same light as 
Mr. Smith does --as "Marx- 
ist-dominated" and ultimately 
responsive to the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

Consequently Mr. Vorster 
would rather preserve the sta- 
tus quo in Rhodesia -- which 
has a common border with 
South Africa -- than hasten 
tbe day when Mr. Nkomo and 
Mr. Mugabe come to power 
there. 

This (in South African think- 
ing) at least would give the 
South African government time 
to tackle its own intemaj prob- 
lems. 

On the black side in the 
Rhodesian struggle, recruiting 
among Africans has intensified 
- - with Rhodesian school child- 
ren going across the border in- 
to Botswana and with an enlist- 
ment drive in South Africa that 
has netted gardeners and other 
migrant , workers for Mr. Nko- 
mo’ s fighting faction. 

There also are reports of a 
continuing exodus of South Af- 
rican youths into Swaziland 
and Botswana, some presumab- 
ly for guerrilla training. 

As black Africans see it, the 
U.S. is not going to do much 
for either side, black* or white, 
in the deepening confrontation. 
This is thought to be one of 
the reasons why tbe U.S. Am- 
bassador to the UJJ. Andrew 
Young, was given only a mea- 
sured welcome in his meetings 



recently with black Afridu 
decs in Tanzania. These le 
do nqt expect the Carter . 
lustration to put the pee 
on South Africa that 
would like. 

They were aware for e 
pie that Mr. Young's state 
(in response to a question 
Marxist governments) (ha 
U.S. would trade with 
country carried with it the 
Hcation that the U.S. t 
continue to trade with 
Africa. 

South Africa may 
to buy time by 
whites in Rhodesia 
10 years, so Mr. Vc 
his Nationalist Party 
their internal set-up. ‘Gaff 
there is plenty of 
along this line among the; I 
Afrikaners, tbe buttress 1 ?] 
Nationalist Party. •£! 

One idea being mention 
least among white busing 
is a super cabinet that 
ualiy would co-opt 
blacks and coloreds, 
mixed race) to share 
over a South African a. 
ration. - ^ 

The theory is -that un<& 
autocracy of fall races 
whites ascendant},- the s 
could gradually change. 

The major factor., af 
any government strategy- 
state' of the ailing SoutJ 
can economy. At some - 
businessmen argue. Sou 
rica is going to have to ) 
jobs . for increasing mnn *' 
unemployed. * •; 

If this not done, ‘V 
have n French Revolutkn 
one prominent busine&i 
"the hungry wOl riot ax 
over.” 




Jordanian economist suggests need for national policy on consumptio 


(Continued from page I) 


to higher prices for imported 
goods - - in other words impor- 
ted inflation. 

Dr. Hourani suggests that so- 
me sort of policy to regulate im- 
ports of consumer products 
could help -reverse this process, 
slow down the rate of inflation, 
incourage citizens to save more 
and thus give a major boost to 
the country’s ability to draw 
on domestic capital raised th- 
rough private savings in com- 
mercial banks or state-run cre- 
dit institutions such as the 
Housing Bank or the post office 
savings fund. 

He says that the state has 
looked into how it can reduce 
the financial toU that inflation 
takes from the middle and lo- 
wer class citizen, and it has 
tried to initiate such projects 
as housing schemes for emp- 
loyees and the new state-run 
commodity shops that will sell 
goods at subsidised prices. 
But he thinks that this can 
only be considered a short-term 
measure, and longer term poli- 
cies are required. 

"There is a dear and essen- 
tial _ link between domestic 
savings and consumption,” he 


says, and the tendency to spe- 
nd large amounts of money on 
non-essential and expensive 
imported consumer products 
must hurt the state's efforts to 
direct money into productive 
sectors of the economy, lie 
suggests that should there be 
any disruption of Jordan’s abi- 
lity to receive international 
grants and loans, "the country 
would face a serious situation 
if it could not depend on local 
resources." 


rism, transportation or comme- 
rce, can be affected or disrup- 
ted by external factors beyond 
the control of Jordan. 


He points out that Jordan’s 
proven ability to attract inter- 
national financial support is a 
sign of fundamental confidence 
in the stability and economic 
prospects of the country. But, 
he says, Jordan is at the stage 
in its development where it has 
to pay special attention to the 
growth of its productive sec- 
tors, such as manufacturing, 
industry and agriculture, to en- 
sure what he calls “real, ac- 
tual and physical production”. 

He says It is unusual and 
“unhealthy" for small develop- 
ing country like Jordan to 
have a large services sector 
that dominates the economy, 
and the fact worries the gov- 
ernment because most service 
sector industries, such as tou- 


He says that the overall aim 
of the 1976-80 five-year deve- 
lopment plan in Jordan is to 
“promote the natural tenden- 
cies for the industrial and agri- 
cultural sectors of Jordan's 
economy to be, the leading 
ones, to reduce emphasis on 
the services sector, and to 
have a healthy growth in indus- 
trial and mining companies." 
He also stresses the importance 
of creating “import-substituti- 
on industries” that would pro- 
duce items (or even services) 
that axe now being imported 
with valuable foreign exch- 
ange. 

This is particularly import-, 
ant in the agricultural sector. 
Dr. Hourani suggests, where 
such things as meat, poultry 
and wheat are still being impor- 
ted in large quantities every 
year. These items can all be 
produced locally, which would 
free large amounts of foreign 
exchange to buy vitally re- 
quired capital goods for indus- 
trial development, manufactur- 
ing and more sophisticated 
fanning techniques. 


Dr. Hourani notes that the 
state’s fundamental approach 
to joint development responsi- 
bility by the private and pub- 
lic sectors is sound and highly 
effective. But he is critical of 
some of the ways in which the 
state has tried to intervene in 
the free market without fully 
bringing about the objectives 
it had 'in mind. 


some farmers but it also hurt 
private businessmen. 


He specifically mentions two 
examples of what be says is a 
kind of “antagonism” of the 
private sector created by the 
government’s intervention. In 
one instance, the state decided 
to buy fertiliser from Kuwait to 
distribute to farmers at a sub- 
sidised price 20 per cent lower 
than the free market price, 
which Dr. Hourani calls a 
"logical” move in principle be- 
cause it helps the farmers. But 
he says that the savings were 
brought about simply by tariff 
exemptions on tbe imported 
fertiliser, which was bought 
too late in the season to be of 
use that year, and had to be 
held over one year. The result 
was that private fertiliser sel- 
lers who had large stocks on 
hand were unable to sell their 
usual quantities, and thus the 
state's move may have helped 


The lesson from this. Dr. 
Hourani suggests, is that the 
state's good intentions to help 
farmers resulted in a job bad- 
ly done. It would have been 
more productive all around for 
the state to. work with tbe ter 
more efficient private, compani- 
es in providing cheaper fertil- 
isers to farmers, instead of act- 
ing as it did in a manner that 
proved inefficient and which 
caused disruptions in the local 
fertiliser market. 


i v 

- 'k 


Another example Dr. Houra- 
ni mentions is the state move 
to put a price ceiling on bread 
(55 fils per kilo). He suggests 
that while the government can » 
control the price of bread, it 
cannot also control its quality 
and availability. Thus the price 
ceiling on bread has resulted in 
lower quality bread, disruptions 
in supply, long lines at bake- 
ries and a general deterioration 
in the bread sector. 


“I think this shows us that 
we need studies of the real 
costs m the bread market, to 
see the feasibility of this sec- 
tor, instead of only imposing' 
price controls in a manner that 


has antagonised the 
bakers and made the.br 
uatioxi worse than it i. 
fore. The private sec. 

Jordan has responded 

Well to the government 

all development objecth 
I think we have worka;' ■ j 
happy marriage of the!;* ; ] i 
and public sectors in 
The government has m r t 
ed and emphasised its c V 
ment to the principles, 
vate initiative and priva *■ 
ership, and the stratej : 
development has been 
smart one for a country 
ours. But we have sot . 
tors, such as agri-t" 
where the state's tntei . 
in the market, with the . 
helping the consumer * * ' 
farmer, has disrupted t 
ket and perhaps causa — 
resentment among the 
companies. What we - 
maintain in Jordan is a 
gement between the sfc 
the private companies 
not hampered by bure 
red tape and who are f 
efficient and wmaries^ 
trade. This kind of 
ment would help the 
er or the termer in.t, 
without harming .the. 
businessnen." 


i 
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We make such gloomy state- 
ments because all indicators, 
as mentioned by His Majesty, 
show Israel’s reluctance to se- 
ek peace. It continues to con- 
fiscate Arab lands and to esta- 
blish settlements in the West 
Bank and Gaza. Another indi- 
cator is that the Israeli leader- 
ship is not that strong and do- 
es not have the courage to take 
any positive step towards 
peace. 

Looking at the Arab side. His 
Majesty's rail on all Arab cou- 
ntries, and in particular Arab 
oil countries, to assume their 
responsibilities becomes impor- 
tant. These countries should 
help the confrontation states to 
face the international peace off- 
ensive and Israeli military pre- 
parations. The steadfastness of 
these states will be an Arab 
victory: the paper says 

Arab countries should provi- 
de die confrontation states not 
only with a strength equal to 
that of their enemy, but with 
a far greater one, which will 
enable them to outweigh him 
at all times. 

His Majesty warns the Arabs 
not to be overoptimistic. about 
the results of the international 
peace offensive, as the Interna- 
tional community was the one 
responsible for the loss of our 
rights in Palestine in the past, 
and is the one which is still 
silent on this loss at the pre- 
sent time, the paper concludes. 
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Ambulance (government) Tel. 75111 

Ctvil defence rescue 19 24391- 
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First aid, fire, police ..".V. ' 19 

Jordan Electric Power Co. (emergency) . ? 38381- 
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“ V jm French Embassy Press 
Information Service. 

. >uis de Guiringaud was app* 
' - ^ »d Minister of Foreign Aff- 
in the government of Ra- 
'j;\nd Barre on Aug. 27, 1976. 

■« , N- J \ de Guiringaud, who is 
—ried, was bom on OcL 12 , 
in Limoges, France. He 
\ < h r 5 degrees in law and Ube- 
■’ X arts and is a graduate of 
1 School of Political Science. 



'/ : ’a- -a s de Gtdrtngand : Career 
^ ^domat 

‘O' assed the examinations for 
N 'oreign Service on May 21, 
4 .. V:;-. His first assignments 
at the French embassy in 
.".Jira, Turkey, and the Off- 
.. “ ' the French High Com- 
. . / ^ioner in Syria_ 

firing 1942 and 1943 he was 

■ *.e in the resistance. In 1943 
- • -jade his way to Algiers, at 

: v.h point he was dismissed 

■ fc ,;- . -the Foreign Service by the 

y government. In .Algiers 
e ariffd the staff of the Co- 
ssioner for Foreign Affairs; 

: Massigli. In the spring of 
inwifr-h 0 rejoined the French 
'i ti'Ull? in Italy and was assigned 
he fourth regiment of the 

Dccan Spahis. He was ser- 

Ty wounded in February 
. ,;in Alsace. For his military 
r ;rd, be was made Chevalier 
te Legion of Honour. 
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After the war M. de Guirin- 
gaud was named* First Secre- 
tary at the Embassy in London 
and in 1949 Director of Poli- 
tical Affairs at the Office of 
the High Commissioner of the 
French Republic in Germany. 

He was subsequently Consul 
General in San Francisco ,1952- 
19 55), Deputy Permanent Rep- 
resentative of France to the 
United Nations (1955-1957) and 
Ambassador to Ghana (1937); 
he was In charge of Moroccan 
and Tunisian affairs at the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs in 1960 
ana Deputy High Representa- 
tive of France to Algeria in Ju- 
ly 1962. 

Between 1964 and 1965 M. 
de Guiringaud was Inspector 
General of Diplomatic and Con- 
sular Posts. The following year 
he was named Ambassador to 
Japan, where he remained until 
his appointment in 1972. as Per- 
manent Representative of Fr- 
ance to the United Nations. In 
this capacity he was asked by 
the president of the republic to 
take charge of the preparation 
of the Conference on Interna- 
tional Economic Cooperation 
tional Econbmic Cooperation. In 
April and October of 1975 he 
was technical chairman of the 
preparatory meetings for this 
conference. 

Louis de Guiringaud was ra- 
ised to the honorary rank of 
Ambassador of France on Ap- 
ril 16, 1975. He is a Grand Off- 
icer of the Legion. of Honour 
(military) and holds the Croix 
de Guerre (1939-1945). 


Jordan, Syrian 
traffic c’ttee 
to meet Feb. 28 

DAMASCUS (JNA). - The Joint 
Syrian - Jordanian CnmmtttM 
for the Unification of Overland 
Traffic and Transportation 
Laws in the two countries will 
meet in Amman - Feb. 28 to con- 
-tfone work on a unified traffic 
law. ' . 

The Syrian side will be head- 
ed by Director of Public Rela- 
tions at the Ministry of Trans- 
port Omar A1 Shoxbaji, and re- 
presentatives from the Minis- 
tries of Transport and Interior 
and the union of transport em- 
ployees. 

Jordan’s delegation .to the 
meeting is yet to be announced. 



World. Bank group visits potash 
project site on financial mission 


Soviet envoy Mnch»« Sytenkn (left) Is seen off at Amman airport Friday by Acting Secretary 
General of the Foreign Mbristr y ZaJd A3 Qussos. See story page 1. (JNA photo). 


Satellite will beam 
to remote Arab areas 

Cairo telecomms meet decides 


AMMAN (JNA). — Executive 
steps have been taken to start 
a project whereby a satellite 
will be used to transmit' tele- 
vision programmes to the remo- 
test parts of the Arab World, 
stated Jordan’s Minister of Co- 
mmunications Abdul Ra’ouf AI 
Rawabdeh on his return Friday 
from a three-day meeting in 
Cairo. 

Mr. Al Rawabdeh, who pre- 
sided over the general assem- 
bly of the Arab Institute for Sp- 
ace Communications, said the 
conference was successful. The 
satellite, he added, will tran- 
smit direct telephone, telex and 
cable messages to the partici- 
pating countries through in ex- 
pensive ground stations located 
all over the Arab World. 

The satellite will also trans- 
mit colour television program- 
mes, beaming cultural, educa- 
tional, scientific, health and 
soda! programmes designed to 
reach the remotest parts of the 
Arab World, which cannot be 
reached by conventional mea- 
ns. 

Mr. Al Rawabdeh said that 
during the Cairo meeting, four 
member-states were elected to 
the i Board pf Directors. Jordan 
obtained t£e majority of votes, 
followed by Tunisia, Oman and 
Iraq. Thus the board will be 
composed of Saudi Arabia, Li- 
bya, Kuwait and the United 
Arab Emirates as permanent 
members; and Jordan, Iraq, 
Oman and Tunisia as elected 
members. 

The under secretary of the 
Saudi C ommunica ti ons Ministry 
was elected chairman of the 


board of Directors and the Di- 
rector General of Jordan’s Te- 
lecommunications Institution, 
Mr. Shahid Ismail, as Vice Ch- 
airman. 


Jordan, Egypt to 
boost trade by 25 / 


AMMAN (JNA). — - A visiting gress already made on the pr- 
World Bank delegation Friday oject’s first stage. They exam- 
paid a visit to the site of the ined a dam being constructed 
potash project on the southeast- for use as a breakwater to ex- 
era shares of the Dead Sea. tract potash compounds. They 

also looked at a potash exper- 

Its members were accomp- imental station for analysing 
anied by Director General of samples of the Dead Sea br- 
the Arab Potash Company AJi me to determine the location 
Al Khasawneh and other com- of potash, as well as a number 
pany officials. of other mineral ores. 

Mr. Khasawneh explained The cost of the first stage of 
the various stages of the potash the project is estimated at Slti 
project and the working prog- million, of which the United 
ramme for its implementation. States Agency for International 
He stated that they were try- Development (USAID) will con- 
ing to bring the production date tribute $6 million, the Jordan- 
forward by two years. The pr- 
ogramme includes the building 
of a housing city for the proje- 
ct's employees, the preparation _ _ 

of studies and plans for setting I- vrnQnfin Paine 

up the potash refinery plants LaLIIuII||w ItCUCO 

and the purchase of machinerv J 

and equipment. 

The World Bank delegation 

made a tour of the project's Following are the official ex- 
site and was briefed on pro-. chan 6- rates in effect at the 

start of today's business day, 

r as set by the Central Bank of 
t ■ Jordan. 


Exchange Rates 



M i nister Al Rawabdeh : Impor- 
tance of satellite links. 


CAIRO (JNA). — A new trade 
protocol was signed here Thur- 
sday between Jordan and Egypt 
boosting trade exchange by £3 
million to a total of £15 million 
annually. 

Dr. Najmeddin Dajani, Jor- 
dan’s Minister of Industry and 
Commerce, described talks be 
held with his Egyptian counter- 
part, Zakaria Abdul Fattah, on 
amending the previous accord 
as “fruitful and successful”. 

Dr. Dajani indicated that Jor- 
dan will export to Egypt a num- 
ber of manufactured commodi- 
ties including wool and cotton 
fabrics, liquid batteries, broad- 
doth, blankets, lead matter and 
plastic produce. In return Jor- 
dan will import Egyptian rice. 


For advertising in the 

JORDAN TIMES, 
call 67171-2-3-4 


broad beans, cotton textiles and 
a variety of agricultural and 
manufactured goods. 

• There will be more scope for 
increasing trade between Jor- 
dan and Egypt through the com- 
mercial centres. Such trade will 
rise by £350,000 a year to 
£750,000. 

The minister of industry and 
commerce also announced 
agreement has been reached to 
allow the Egyptian private sec- 
tor to import directly from Jor- 
dan. Previously this was con- 
fined to the public sector. 

A Jordanian delegation will 
go to Cairo at a later date to 
settle previous accounts bet- 
ween the two countries and 
discuss details of the new pro- 
tocol 


BRITISH LADIES OF AMMAN 


The function organised by the Inner Wheel 
Club for Tuesday, Feb. 22 at the British 
Council has been cancelled. 


The first column is bow much 
you would receive in Jorda- 
nian fils for selling a unit of 
the foreign currency, while the 
second column denotes bow 
much it would cost you to buy 
a unit of the foreign currency : 

UJC sterling 569.0 575.0 

U.S. dollar 332.0 334.0 

German mark 138.8 1392 

French franc 67.0 G72 

Swiss franc 1325 1322 

Italian lira (for 
every 100) 37.7 37.9 

Saudi riyal 94.6 95.0 

Lebanese pound 108.7 1092 

Syrian pound 82.0 822 

Iraqi dinar 942.0 950.0 

Kuwaiti dinar 1.152 1.160 

Egyptian pound 465.0 475.0 

Libyan dinar 785.0 795.0 

UAE dirham 852 86.0 


FOREIGN CURRENCY 
EXCHANGE OFFICE 
5ALIBA AND R1ZK SHUKRI 
RIZK 
A ATM AN, 

KiNG FE1SAL STREET 
P.O. Box 6725, 

Te':: 39205 - 36520. - Telex: N-13 


ian Government $3 million and 
the World Bank $1 million. 

-The first stage should be co- 
mplete this autumn, and pro- 
duction should start early in 
.1982 with an estimated capa- 
city of one million tonnes of 
potash, per year. 

The World Bank delegation 
also visited the project site at 
Ghor AI Safi, south of the Dead 
Sea. 

The delegation is in Animan 
on a four-day official visit to 
determine the bank's contribu- 
tion to the second stage of the 
project. 


KING HUSSEIN’S 


JUBILEE EMBLEM 


SELECTED 


AMMAN (JNA). — The higher 
committee entrusted with the 
preparations for His Majesty 
King Hussein’s silver jubilee 
met bere Friday and chose as 
the jubilee's emblem a design 
by Mr. Mohammad Al Zu’bi. 

Another meeting held at the 
Ministry of Tourism and Anti- 
quities Friday discussed the 
production of a number of com- 
memorative emblems for the 
same occasion. The meeting 
was attended by Director Ge- 
neral of Tourism Gfaaleb Abu 
Jaber, a number of craftsmen 
and people interested in this 
art. 


TAX 

FREE 



ASAHI 

PENTAX 

New *K' series now available, 
also duly free for those 
entitled. 

Complete accessories on 
hand. 

STUDIO JACK 

Amir MohamedSL, Near Post 
V Office, Tkt 23560 J 









FURNITURE 


AE)-(>UQ 


i- KM THE MOST PRACTICAL AND 

f_ . ununousnimniuG. ^ 

ALSOCAKTr AWIDE VARCTV 
! THE MOST CONTEMPORARY 

I . - LIGHTING. 

L 1.- ' W wt Wim tfM 
L - ■' flQftjqafc ataooca. Jtrdm, 




RESTAURANTS 


k RESTAURANT i 


Whe and One with your ftmly ml Wen*. 
inou-Eiropeon retaxinj afrricKphnre wtisJ 
anjo^curfamousciiahe. 


BURNER UWOBWj 

\» DAHCW& DIMMER/ 

Tef, 3O2f?/3037f-72j 





r> ' : ^ \ 
TRAVEL 


JABAL MH»taURCU-taiin 



RENT-A-CAR 


- C — 


SNACK BAR^Jlip^HESrraURANT 

Open dally for freeMaa, lunch & dinner 

Pizza, Steaks & Hamburger 

'btomov service 

L TWK* OflClE - JAM*. AMIMM - Kn Mm MTEHXMT 
V TEL: 44 561 V 


NEW BAND AT 

LE CESAR 


&NigliKKltf> 

Enjoy our superb Oriental and 
European cookery. 

For reservations call 24421 
Jabal B WWbdeh- Amman 


BRAND NEW 
L > 1977 

MODELS 


TEL.25767 


For: SHOPPING 

TRAVEL & TOURISM 
PktcCn**; INSURANCE 


|( * 


P.O. BOX 222. VMWVN TFX - 21124-9 
TELEX 12C&I52U 


DAMASCUS^r 

j.un^X air-a yxfe.aigd coaches Jeovfcg Amman & r&umng 
nom DOTKsanfournmadafy. Departures lien, both plica: 
7am. %ni Jam 5 am 
■w cfaa vervo reidw mtreihme w on boqjondhcncKno 
ofcflpaujxW tarmohiei by you JETT hones. 

JORDAN EXPRESS TOURIST 
TRANSPORT CO. LTD- 
TEL.6414S. 84147 , ROB. 0098. 

. -CABLE: PULLMAN J 


AV/S 

r AMMAN 

41350 —44355 



AIRPORT 

.56347 


JORDAN EXPRESS CO. 

v Tiwva TOURISM 

1/ RACKING FREIGHT FCKtVMKXNG 

TRANSIT 
NSURANCE 


WORLD MIDI miheu 



2nd Circle, ^Jabal Amman 
TeL 44155 



BouqueNI^^3) 

oil — a -lYAr- 

SHMESSANY S T-, TEL -6782Q 

AMMAN -JORDAN v 



JVliSC. 


carpet clw 

I opens for lunch 


inelegant 

oriental 

BUFFET 


TEL : G2181 AMMAN 


Salon Sarins 

BMXmxA ST. JAR*!. woancH AMiSutjCwaw 

Most up-to-date hairstyles and cuts. 
FKST HAIRCUT, IS ON US 


9 No a ppo int men ts 

necessary.’ 

0 Competitive prices. 
• Free pwkang. 


JLcs Boufl 


KMC HUSSCtM SE. AL ABOUT, A TEL,H0I7 



MOHAMAD ABU TAYEH 

INTERIOR DESIGN' CONSULTANT 
TEL 44271 -P.O.B. 2$74 
AMMAN JORDAN 1 
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Enter the snake: Symbol of the Chinese Lunar New Ye: 

* W 44 W WWW*^^ WWWMWWW»WWW j W* H WWW«*W^I 'f WWWWW WW W»^ 


“Exit the dragon, enter the snake” : To traditionally- 
minded Chinese it is the “Lunar New Year” announc- 
ing itself with firecrackers to frighter off evil spirits 
and with lavish festivities and celebrations through- 
out Taiwan. 


By Lina Cress 
Special to the Jordan Times 


Occurinc on Feb. 2S this 
year, the Year of the Snake has 
slithered in to mark - - on the 
first dav of The first moon 
the 4,375th year on the Chine- 
se lunar calendar. The Year of 
the Dragon has gone into limbo 
for 11 'years before emerging 
for another one-year reign in 
.-he perpetual 12-y-ar cycle of 
the Chinese Zodiac. 

The Zodiac, composed of wild 
.-nd domestic animals, covers 12 
lunar years and. according tc 
ancient belief, gives distinctive 
characteristics to people ivhc 
are bom under one of the fol- 
lowing : Rat. or., tiger, rabbit, 
dragon, snake, horse, sheep, 


monkey, chicken, dog, pig. 

People bom under the Year 
of the Snake are depicted as 
being secretive and usually dis- 
trusted. They are wise, deep, 
often vain, selfish and stingy, 
but nevertheless inclined to 
help the less fortunate. 

These people prefer their own 
judgement to that of others, 
they are usually good-looking 
and passionate but liable to in- 
fidelity. 


Their best marriage partners 
are people bom in the years of 
the ox, the Rat 'and the Chi- 
cken ; the next best are people 
bom in the years of the Rabbit, 
the Dragon and the Sheep ; but 
they are incompatible with peo- 
ple bom in the years of the 
Tiger and the Pig. 







It looks terrifying, but this dragon mask Is really quite harmless. 


LEARN ARABIC AT THE HOUSE 
OF LANGUAGES 


Near 2nd Circle — Phone 41986. 

A class for beginners will be started in tbe 
House of Languages at 4:30 on Tuesday, Feb. 22nd. 



Happy New Year 

RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN 


TOURISMO 


will be closed on Friday. Saturday and 
Sunday Feb. 1S-20 on the occasion of the 


CHINESE LUNAR YEAR. 
SURPRISE 


A typical Chinese gift will be offered to 
our clients as of Feb. 21 until Feb. 27. 


Restaurant Taiwan Tourismo, Shmeisani, tel. 61640. 


New Idea. . .To Spend a Happy Holiday 



_ ^iVk^ur'l^aal' 

rW r 


TEL. 300 tl- 38011, AMMAN 


Preparation Rituals 


Preparations to celebrate the 
Lunar New Year begin in the 
Republic of China weeks before 
the event. 

Among preparations is the 
annual ascent towards heaven 
of the “kitchen god" five or six 
days before the Lunar New 
Year. Legend has it that, he re- 
turns to heaven at the end of 
each year to report on the fa- 
mily. It is the custom to make 
sure that he tells as little as 
possible or reports only good 
things. 

His departure is symbolised 
by the burning of a picture of 
the god, but not before his lips 
have been daubed with melted 
candy so that they will be sea- 
led during his heavenly stay. In 
this way, silence is ensured, or 
maybe only sweet words can 
emerge, and so a favourable re- 
port is given to the “Jade Em- 
peror" on the family's doings. 



Often wine is offered ta into- 
xicate him and lead him into 


relaxed or even inaccurate re- 
porting. 

AQ expenses for the god’s 
round-trip are borne by the fa- 
mily, which bums a generous 
amount of money to assure him 
a comfortable journey; fodder 
is even burnt for his horse. 

The return of the god on new 
year's eve is symbolised by the 
family affixing a new drawing 
of him on the kitchen wall ; but 
this does not take place until 
the house is spick and span in 
readiness for his return. A rich 
feast is laid on for the return- 
ing deity. 

Among other preparations, 
businessmen close their ac- 
counts and thank the gods for 
a prosperous year. Even their 
customers join in by paying 
their debts and everyone is 
keen to start the new year with 
a clean slate. 


Colour print of the kitchen god. 
Tbe top panel says “god of the 
kitchen.” The panels on the 
right and left say that the kit- 
chen god, being virtuous, can 
ensure that there is a fire in the 
stove; and that, being impar- 
tial, he will report the truth to 
heaven. 


family dress in their best clo- 
thes for the occasion. 


The children are especially 
happy, for they are given red 
envelopes containing crisp new 
banknotes. They spend the day 
playing games and eating swe- 
ets forbidden or not available 
during the rest, of the year. As 
a special dispensation, they are 
allowed to stay up as late as 
they like. 


food throughout the year. Ordi- 
nal:*' dishes take on exotic na- 
mes to denote hoped-for pros- 
perity and good fortune: Eggs 
become “silver ingots", mush- 
rooms are "opportunities” and 
a chicken is called “phoenix”. 

A special food associated with 
the 15th day of the first moon 
- - observed as the Lantern Fes- 
tival --is “yuan hsia’’, a small 
round dumpling made of gluti- 
nous rice with a sweet filling. 
The roundness of the “yuan 
hsia” signifies the fullmoon. 

The Lunar New Year festivi- 
ties come to an end with the 
Lantern Festival. 

The lanterns used to be tor- 
ches to help the people find the 
heavenly spirits they believed 
could be seen flying past in the 
light of the first full moon. 

Today, the Lantern Festival 
has become a carnival with 
puppet shows, operas and dra- 
gon dancing in the streets. 

For this festival, the “Dra- 
gon", the mythical creative tra- 
ditionally symbolising Chinese 
royalty, appears as a fanciful 
creation of papier machd and 
painted cloth. It is manipulat- 
ed by men concealed ben- 
eath the artificial scales. In so- 
me dances, the dragon chase; 
a fiery pearl held out by ano 
ther dancer, while in others 
the dragon frolics with a Hot 
to the noisy clamour of gongs 
drums and firecrackers. Sue! 
dances are held in city square 
or along streets. 


riving in green jade, the rich 
gem of Taiwan. 

Jordanian citizens also parti- 
cipated in celebrations : A “Chi' 
nese Folk Arts” film was shown 


on Jordan Television. 

The Rim depicts the five tra- 
ditional Chinese arts, including 
the Chinese lanterns and the 
Lion Dance," which are most 


closely associated with 
nar New Year. 

Hopefuly, Chinese raj 
will have its share of gt 
to the Jordanian people 


Festivities in Amman 


Festivities Proceed 


No Chinese festival is cele- 
brated with more zest than the 
Lunar New Year, for it is the 
most colourful and important 
of Chinese festivals. 

Family reunions are deeply 
cherished. All members of the 


The great day has a large 
assortment of do’s and don’ts. 
Ancestors must be honoured ; 
red scrolls inscribed with mes- 
sages of happiness, prosperity 
and longevity are pasted on the 
walls; a basket of food must 
be placed in the centre of the 
living room to guarantee enou- 
gh to eat in the coming year: 
and knives and scissors are put 
away, so that nobody will cut 
the continuity of luck for the 
year to come. 


Food plays a very important 
role. Rich menus are regarded 
as a good omen for plenty of 


On the morning of the firsp 
day of the Year of the Snake 
the Chinese community in Am 
man gathered in the Ret-ser en- 
gineering building for traditio- 
nal celebrations. 

The good omen for a prospe- 
rous year was a well-laden ta- 
ble with Chinese tea and exotic 
Chinese sweets. The spirit of 
the past also prevailed with a 
film honouring heroes in mo- 
dem Chinese history. 

The buds of happiness and 
optimism announced themsel- 
ves at the tea-party through the 
Chinese character meaning 
“spring”. If the character is put 
upside down, then spring is ar- 







Tbe dragon weaves its way through its ritualistic dance. 


INVITATION FOR TENDER 
NO. TCC 2/77 

FOR THE JORDAN TELEX NETWORK 


a. The Telecommunications Corporation of Jordan invites the submissio 
of tenders for the procurement, installation, testing and comxmssionin 
of equipment as a turn key project for the Jordan Telex Network. Th 
equipment comprises of (1) an international electronic telex exchang 
in Amm an and (2) twelve (12) time division multiplexers, six (6)1 
Amman, two (2) in Irbid, three (3) in Aqaba and one (1) in Zarqa. an 
(3) sixty six (66) voice frequency carrier telegraph (VFCT) channel! 
thirty six (36) in Amman , twenty four (24) in Irbid, four (4) in Madab 
and two (2) in Jerash. Tenderers are kindly requested to offer for. a 
Three (3) items as an intergrated turn key project as per the propose 
plan in the specifications. Tenders shall include for the training c a 
corporation staff in the operation and maintenance of the offered equq 
ment Tenderers shall make proposals for this training, that is, duratioi 
number of staff, location etc. ~ 1 

fa. Agents can obtain the tender documents from the Telecommunicatior 
Corporation in Amman for a price of (JJX 100) at the following address ( 
Secretary of Tender Committee 
Telecommunications Corporation 
Jebal Amm an — Third Circle 
P.O. Box 1689 — Telex : 1221 
Cable : Jortel Amman 
AMMAN — JORDAN 

c. The latest date of submission of proposals to the Telecommunicatior 
Corporation Headquarters in Amman is : 14:00 hours, Saturday 16ti 
April 1977. 

d. The tender documents consists of the following materials : ,2 

1. General conditions of contract 

Specification CTE1 — General requirements applicable to all ter 
ders. 

Specification CTE2 — Requirements for an electronic telex exetuu 
ge in Amman, Jordan. « 

Specification CTE3 — Requirements for voice frequency carrier tel 
graph (VFCT) equipment in Jordan. 

Specification CTE4 — Requirements for time division multiplex tel 
graph equipment in Jordan. 

All bidders will be required to deliver a bank guarantee of 5% of tl 
bid as a bidding bond. 

Proposals should be submitted in three copies each in a dosed envelof 
sealed with red wax and its cover labelled with the words : “Proposal f~~ 
the Jordan Telex Network, Tender No. TCC 2/77.”. Original, lst.coj ^ 
and 2nd copy. % _. . . jl ?{ \ 

Any subsequent amendments will automatically be. forwarded to pi ^ 
chasers of the tender documents. 


2 . 


3. 


4. 


5. 


e. 


f. 


Eng. MOHT) SHAHID ISMAIL ; 
Director General 
Telecommunications Corporation 
Amman — Jordan 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


1 


BY CHARLES H. GOREN- 
r .AMD. OMAR SHARIF 

- Dear Mr. Goren: 


k THq 


N - We play that a two dub 
ponse. to a one DO ; irump. 
> '\enmg hid inquires.- about 

jor suit, holdings, We cop- 
er this to be forcing Stay- 
•n, since responder is ex-. 
:led to have at least 7-8 
|| ms for his bid. My ques- 
” n is: forcing Lo what level? 
t. Carrel L. San* Antonio. 


should pass if he does not have 9 
points or belter. Had North held 
more than 16 points and three 
hearts, he would have bid four 
hearts to prevent South from 
dropping the auction below 
game. 

Q.— How would you play six 
spades on the following 
’han'd? 


‘■‘‘IfSv-This question can be 
1;; Jr ‘ -iwcred by applying simple ♦10 5 4 

I ' , u tide to the situation. Since the * .,,7., 

1 ’ i '' ; r-V , .'trump opener need not have "f 

-*: : re than 16 points, and the $532 

sponder guarantees only. 7-8, ♦ A 5 

^>ir side's combined assets' * Void atqqo 

be 00 more than 23. Ob- „ I ? n 9 ® " 

i“ e|l . usly. this is not enough for * -S®* ^10 8 2 

...... “'Ene, so the two club response O J 87 4 0 6 

*" ' - ;Vj,-inot be forcing to game, for * Q J 10 8 4 * K 9 7 3 2 

r}>.,j ‘ »t would surely convert a use- ♦ A K Q 7 6 3 

■ 'Oiirii. partscore Lo a min us ; on a w q 

"• *si!T» •„.! mber of hands. 7.. 

, ’* ‘•■•‘As most people play, a Stay- 0 AKQ 10 9 

1 - ■ ci . n sequence is forcing to either *46 

j, , iD no trump or three offt'inapr- West led the n f , b 
ft.l us consider the following _ _ “ - 

fiLX £.f.v iuences: “ D - B - Armstrong. San 

•-*!?[" Francisco; Calif, 

lamp.- , 1 "NORTH SOUTH 
" I,L S1 NT ,2 + 

2 C? - - 3 


*ainp.- NORTH 

" fc *X1 NT 
2 v ' • 

Tfitc^NORTH 

it fl . "1 NT 
•• ■■•e.-'g 0 

iittire 

NORTH 
1 NT 

I.* 2 4 


SOUTH 

2 4 

2JMT 

SOUTH 

2 ♦ 

3 C 


On none of these auctions is 
irlh forced lo bid again. For. 
>rth to bid on. he must have 
uer than a - minimum no 
jrap. All of these auctions are 
jtji. ^.1, rilaiional, and opener should 
1 -'•‘•'Scline if he -has no more than 
' ;,t 16 points he promised by his 

"'ening. Note that in example c). 
•uLh cannot have 10 or more 
• •>. u ,inls bid in this way. With 
»• •••- .C.i£ game-going hand, he wonld 
.ve simply jumped to three 
•arts directly over one no- 
r «f M-CS-uoip and would not have gone 
rough the rigmarole of wield 
goutStaytnan. 

, One other sequence should.be. 

! v;,: - tscussed: 

ORTH SOUTH 

. . NT 2 ♦ 

■ •- • 0 at? 


ORTH SOUTH tf 

... . . NT 2 ♦ a 

av - v 

• " " • • a, 

Since South's rebid of Lwo u 

•1 : ' - 1 -‘^arts is below the level to which 

s Stayman response forced si 

ortjli -must bid again.-' North's |i 

j.i’.r'- to three hearts shows a a 
“■ inimiim no trump with three^ e 

rd "heart support, and SouLh , 


A.— First, you are Lo be con- 
gratulated on getting no higher 
than six spades -I might easily 
have gptlen to the grand slam, 
which stands no chance as the 
cards lie. Indeed, even six spades 
needs careful play. 

Win the ace of clubs, ruff a 
club and cash the ace of spades. 
When ihis'reveals the bad break, 
you must abandon the trump 
suit temporarily. Cash the queen 
of hearts and then play the ace 
arid king of diamonds. If dia- 
monds are 3-2. you concede a 
trump trick and claim Lhe 
balance. 

The 4-1 diamond break pre- 
sents no problem because East 
cannot afford lo ruff. If he does, 
he will be endplayed. Whatever 
he returns will allow yoir an 
entry to dummy to discard two 
diamonds on the top hearts, so 
all you will low is the ruff. If 
.East "refuses to ruff, you con- 
tinue with the queen of diamonds 
and then ruff a diamond. 
Wheiher or not East overruffs, 
again a trump will be the only 
trick Tor the defenders. 

The key to the play is the far- 
sighted ruff of dummy's remain- 
ing club at trick two, which lakes 
away East's only safe means of 
exit. 


-tscremble these tour Jumbles, 
te letter to each square, to form — 

ur ordinary worts. / I 


‘>«-SAUPE 


1 1*-" 1 

L. M J » 



CUSTO 



li 



isa 

HCi 


PRACET 


ERABE 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 



Answers tomorrow 

Jumbles: VISTA ‘ MINCE BASKET NORMAL 

Answer How you might . 

intimate friend — JUST INTIMATE IT 


ORD 


MIZZLE 


.Countertenor ^ commune • 
f Streaked V\ c ".TL Marsh elder _ 
Ifty or awtse Y.32. ChurdHlitnitary 


anann sasn 
, csBkj ana nnnn 
Hannans ansia 
sag aaan spa 
Ignuii naraEoaa 

HHnna aaa 

mga assna 
ganaaaa aaag 
aag 

anas HaaaBaa 
baaa raaagas 
raaaHjnggaa 




THE (WE FIVE FEATURE PHGfflD 


mmmmmrnmmmm 






t . f. 

i ! : j :- ;r.: ; i : 

0 ‘ 2 . -i t J 

A si i 

0 i f * S'* 






.HALLO! 


IS THIS 67171-2-3-4 ? 


I'D LIKE TO RESERVE 







Hoar otdonr demonstration of sefeettons of radon 


MAKE THE JORDAN TIMES WORK FOR YOU 

An advertisement in the Jordan Times will be seen 
by some 10,000 people in Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 
Don’t you have anything to say to than ? 

To spread your word, contact the Jordan Times 
advertising department by phone at 67171, or in person 
at the Jordan Times- A1 Ra’i building, on University 


ABOUT 


THE CROWN ROTISSERIE 


Hotel Jordan intercom men- 
tal. Open dally for Executive 
Luncheon 1-3 p.m. Special 
International Buffet on Sun- 
days. Dinner with live music 
from 7 pan. to midnight. For 
reservation please call 41361 
ext. 5. 


RESTAUR AN" 


First Chinese restaurant In 
Jordan. 

First Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
the Ahliyah School or CMS. 
TeL 38968. Open daily from 
noon to 3:30 pan. and 6:30 p.m. 
to midnight. 

Also take home service - order 
by phone. 


he Diplomat 


First Circle, Jabal .Amman. 
Tel. 25592. 

Open from 7 im. to 1 a.m. 
Restaurant, coffee-shop, sn- 
ack bar and patisserie. . 

Oriental and European spe- 
cialties. 


SPICY — German sa- 
usages -- all I 1 , 500 
varieties -- can be ab- 
solutely delicious. Some 
of the credit is due to 
the spices used — ma- 
inly pepper, cloves and 
nutmeg from Indonesia 
and Malaysia. In the fi- 
rst six months of last 
year West Germany im- 
ported spices to the 
value of 17.3 million 
marks from the two co- 
untries. The Bonn gov- 
ernment’s form aid pro- 
gramme likewise exten- 
ds overseas, to West 
Surrtatra, for instance , 
where planners hope to 
boost spice output and 
improve Indonesia's ex- 
port record. The spice 
islands are certainly ba- 
cking a winner; the 
demand for spices, whi- 
ch has been brisk ever 
since recorded trade be- 
gan , continues to in- 
crease. 



LAUGHS FROM EUROPE 
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TONIGHT’S T.V. FEATURES 

MOVIE OF THE WEEK : 

THE LONG RIDE HOME 

Cast : Glam Ford, Inger Stevens, George Hamilton 
Army Captain Bentley leads some of his men in an escape 
from Fort Hawfces, followed by Union army members before 
news arrive tint the war is over. 

SATURDAY VARIETY SHOW ; 
EUROPEAN FIGURE SKATING 
CHAMPIONSHIP IN HELSINKI 


V J 











ENGLAND 

Clayton 

"The hut is quite cheap — it's the ladder that's 
expensive." 


. GENERAL TENDENCIES: Proven experiences can 
* be relied upon to handle conditions now occurring-and help 
you advance in your line of endeavor. Be sure to make best 
use of your natural talents. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19\ Not a good day to start any 
new projects. A new acquaintance could be acting 
strangely so keep aloof for the time being. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Stick to whatever has 
proven to be right and worthwhile in the past and use good 
judgment to advance in career matters. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Steer clear’of an associate 
who could lead you into some kind of trouble today. 
Obtain the data you need from the right sources. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Contact a 
higher-up and gain the favor that means much to you. 
Take time to engage in favorite hobby. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Good day to do whatever will 
help you to advance in your career. Forget frivolity and 
concentrate on the practical for now. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22} You have fine practical 
ideas now that should be put in operation without delay. 
Strive for more harmony at home. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Handle the duties you have 
assumed and get them behind you. Be sure to use extreme 
caution in motion today and tonight. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Come to a complete 
understanding with associates. A new situation arises that 
brings benefits you bad not counted on. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Not a good day 
for making new plans but fine for handling regular 
routines Avoid one who has an eye on your assets. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Take care of a secret 
worry quickly or you find it can be very troublesome. 
Avoid one who does not understand you. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Do some interesting 
entertaining of congenials today but stay within your 
budget. Show others you have wisdom. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Get together with 
associates and make long-range plans for the future. Try 
to please friends more and get fine results. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Barnes 





‘How come when l have these symptoms it's a head 
cold .and when you have them it's the flu?" 


PEANUTS 








THE FLINTSTONES 




uev. mac/. 

WOULD JA MIND 
OPEMlNrS YOUR MOUTH 
A SECOND ■?*. 




iSSw&s? 



MUTT AND JEFF 




Restaurants for. ta roasted 
chicken . and Ugbi snacks.. 
Take home, lunch or dinner^ 
Jabal Amman, First Circle. 

TeL 21083. Jabal Al Luweib- 
deh, Hawuz Circle, Tei. ,30646 
Jabal Al Hussein, near Jeru- 
salem Cinema. Tel. 2178T. 

Also fn 


Er.TTP 


Flras Wings Hotel, Jabal 
A) luweibdch. Tel. 22103/4- 
Cholre or THREE set me- 
nus dally for lunch, and a 
la carte.> 

Open 12-3 p.m. and 7-12 

!vm. • • • ' - 


MUTT. LET ME HAVE \ 

A TEN DOLLAR BILL 
FDR A MlNUTEi /^V 




GIMPELS 15 HAVING 
A SALE ON > 
WOMENS HATS/i 




For advertising in above columns contact 
M Sout Wa Soura”TeI. 38869. 

Open from 9 ajn. to I p.m. and 4-6 pan. 
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Spanish Socialist Party 


gets full legal status 


MADRID, Feb 18, (Agencies). 
— The maip Spanish Socialist 
Party, the Partido Socialista 
Obrero Espanol (PSOE), was 
given full legal status today, 
on Interior Ministry spokesman 

said. 


party has applied in which to 
ask the Supreme Court to de- 
cide whether the party’s aims 
conflict with Spanish law. 


a Madrid radio station. He said 
no reaspn for the decision had 
been given. 


The party has been illegal 
since the end of the 1936-1939 
civil war, uiough it has opera- 
ted openly for the past year, 
holding a congress in Madrid 
last December, attended by Eu- 
ropean socialist leaders. 


The ministry spokesman said 
six other parties had been in- 
scribed on the registry toge- 
ther with the PSOE. 


Meanwhile, today the gove- 
rnment met to consider a pack- 
age of austerity measures to 
deal with the country’s econo- 
mic crisis. 


The PSOE, led by lawyer 
Felipe Gonzalez, formally ap- 
plied for registration as a po- 
litical party on Feb. 10 after 
rules for the legalisation on 
political parties were eased. 


However no decision had 
been made about an application 
by the Communist Party, he 
said. The government has until 
next Monday to refer the case 
to the judiciary. 


Under the new rules, the gov- 
ernment has 10 days after a 


A spokesman for the small 
Marxist Popular Socialist Party 
(PSP), which was also lega- 
lised today, said the governm- 
ent was behaving ambiguously 
since the Information Ministry 
had banned broadcasts of two 
interviews with its leaders by 


In a separate development, 
police have arrested a suspec- 
ted member of the GRAPO un- 
derground movement in conn- 
ection with the discovery of 
explosives in a Madrid train 
station two weeks ago, relia- 
ble sources said here today. 

Hie sources identified 


Argentine president 
survives airport blast 


BUENOS AIRES, Feb. 18, (R). 
— A bomb blast rocked the 
city airport here today as a 
plane with Argentine President 
Jorge Videla aboard was tak- 
ing off but there were no casu- 
alties or damage, the President- 
ial Press Office said. 

An official said the bomb 
was planted in a drain pipe 
under the tarmac. 

The official said the plane 
landed at an air force base at 
west of here for a thorough in- 
spection and then continued to 


its original destination, to Ba- 
hia Blanca, 600 kms. away. 

It was the second apparent 
attempt against Gen. Videla's 
life since he was swept to po- 
wer in a military coup which 
ousted the government of Pre- 
sident Maria Estela Peron last 
March. 

In October, a bomb destro- 
yed the reviewing stand at an 
army base west of here a few 
minutes after Gen. Videla left 
after a military parade. Nobody 
was hurt. 


sources identified the 
man as tyr. Luis Alonso Riveiro 
and said he had been detained 
earlier this month, then rele- 
ased, in Gallicia, northwestern 
Spain. 

His detention for the second 
time, the sources said, was tied 
to the discovery on Feb. 4 of 
25 kgs of explosives in a left- 
luggage locker at C ha martin 

Station here. 

The explosives, according to 
the sources, were destined for 
GRAPO (Anti-Fascist Resista- 
nce Groups of Oct 1). 

GRAPO has claimed respon- 
sibility for the kidnapping of 
two prominent Spanish figures. 
Mr. Antonio Maria de OrioJ and 
Gen. Emilio VHlaescusa, as well 
as the killin g of several police- 
men. 

Mr. de Oriol, Chairman of the 
Council of State, and Gen. Vill- 
aescusa, head of the Supreme 
Council of Military Justice, 
were freed in police raids last 
week. 



Bengal support for Indira Gandhi 
endangered by activities of son 


NEW DELHI, Feb 18, (Agen- 
cies) — Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi today carries her cam- 
paign for next month’s general 
elections into volitile West Ben- 
gal State, where her ruling 
Congress Party is split for and 
against her on her son Mr. 
Sanjay Gandhi. 

Bengali congressmen divide 
into supporters of Chief Mi- 
nister Siddartha Shankar Ray, 
56, and those who follow Mr. 
Gandhi and his Youth Cong- 
ress. 

“I am against treating 'Mr. 
Gandhi as a VIP. as is being 
done in some states of India,” 
said flambouyant Mr. Ray ear- 
lier this week in a reference 
to the rise to political influ- 
ence of the prime minister’s 
son, who is 30. 

The prime minister has 
scheduled campaign meetings 
this weekend in villages and 


towns in West Bengal and in 
the state capital Calcutta, a 
city of more than three million 
people. 

Mr. .Ray, a lawyer, recently 
survived several attempts to 
oust him as chief minister. 

Congress is righting 34 of 
the 42 West Bengal seats, lea- 
ving the remainder to its elec- 
toral ally in the state, the pro- 
Moscow Communist Party of 
India. (CPI). 

The extent of the Congress 
split is shown by the fact that 
12 Congress members will stand 
as independents against the of- 
ficial' party candidates, while 
others will oppose the CPI. 

The dissidents are being hel- 
ped by the state Police Minister 
Tarim Kanti Ghosh, who says 
he is supported by Mr. Gandhi. 

The Congress split could ser- 
iously damage its chances in 
West bengal where it is chal- 


lenged by united opposite /V 
groups. The main non-Comn-''" . 
nist Janata Party is allyi j>‘ T - 

ij it , -JIT 1 ' f 


itself in West Bengal with S 


-vers/ 

Sat, 

I 

Hu * i 


ven leftist parties, led by r 
Marxist Communist Paj 
(CPI-M). . 

Meanwhile the opposition 
nata Party has been 
permission to post observers. 1 
the- constituencies being a 
tested tty the prime minis 
and her son, it was leariM 
today. * 'V 1 

Chief Election Commissioi 
T. Swauminathan was tapori 
to have said in Bangalore y affil! 
terday that the Election Caf;| ;{!>' 
mission was sufficient fo' fill 1,1 * 1 
sure “free and 1 fair elect*® 

Eight members of parlianM 
from the ruling Cnng ro^ p p. 
ty today issued a statements - • 
cusing the Janata Party of ; . -• 
ting as a front for the rig ■ 
wing Hindu Jana Sangh oft ~ J 
nisation. ■ _ 


Italian students clash 
over government reforms 


IDI AMHSPS ENEMY -- Lt CoL Erenayo Wilson uryema 
was one of three man reported killed in a car crash Thurs- 
day by Radio Uganda. The three, including the Anglican 
archbishop of Uganda and another government minister, had 
been accused qf plotting against Ugandan President Idi Amin 
(AP wire photo). 


ROME, Feb. 18 (R). — Riot 
police last night used tear gas 
to clear hundreds of students 
from Rome University after a 
day of violent clashes left at 
least 20 people injured. 

The police, who said they 
moved in at the request of uni- 
versity Rector Antonio Ruber- 
ti. reported no injuries and no 
arrests when they expelled the 
* students from the campus, end- 
ing a 15-day occupation by 
extreme leftwingers protesting 
against proposed government 
reforms. 


ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS NE 


S 


Saudi Arabia to check deals between 
foreign firms and their local agents 


USSR officially rejects U.S. 
statements on human rights 


JEDDAH, Feb 18. (R). — Sau- 
di Arabia has set up a high- 
powered government committee 
to investigate the relationship 
between foreign companies do- 
ing business in the kingdom and 
their local agents. 

The action, which reflects of- 
ficial anxiety that agents are 
seeking higher and higher pro- 
fits, follows decisions by two 
ministries to cancel tenders for 
projects submitted by Europe- 
an, Japanese and American 
firms. 

Agriculture Minister Dr. Ab- 
dul Rahman A! Sheikh last 
Sunday blacklisted firms which 
had padded their tenders for 
sewage and flood control pro- 
jects in Taif, Dammam and 
A1 Khobar, official sources 
said. 

Industry Minister Dr. Ghazi 
A1 Qussaiby, rejected bids for 
four electric power projects 
earlier this month, and warned 
the companies that their ten- 
ders were several times the 
ministry’s estimates of the 
costs involved. 

He threatened that if they 
did it again they would be de- 
barred from future government 
tenders. 

The level of the committee 
high-lighted the governments 
concern about the size of com- 
missions sometimes paid by 
foreign companies in Saudi Ara- 
bia. , 

It is headed by Prince Majid 
Ibn Abdul Aziz, Minister of 
Municipal Affairs and a mem- 
ber of the powerful Royal Fa- 


mily Council, and includes Oil 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad Zaki 
Yamani, Dr. Qussaiby, and the 
ministers of planning, finance 
and commerce. 

In an interview with Reuter 
last year Dr. Qussaiby said the 
payment of kick-backs to 
agents by foreign companies 
resulted in very serious prob- 
lem in Saudi Arabia, but it was 
difficult to prove or punish. 

He added: "You don’t have 
to pay anything to get a cont- 
ract. I wish people would rea- 
lise the best way to do busi- 
ness is to offer a good contr- 
act.” 


Dr. Qussaiby went to Pakis- 
tan Wednesday at the start of 
a an Asian tour to seek lower 
bids. He is going on to India, 
Taiwan and South Korea. 

Business and diplomatic 
sources said the companies 
whose power contract tenders 
were refused included GEC 
Overseas, Balfour-Beatty and 
Hawker Siddley of Britain, Sie- 
mens of West Germany and 
IHI and Mitsubishi of Japan. 

Company officials contacted 
in Saudi Arabia denied bids had 
been inflated and said that gov- 
ernment estimates were low. 

A foreign commercial attache 


here said the firms based their 
estimates on inflation rates for 
the past two years and added 
about 50 per cent to their bids, 
allowing for another year or 
more of inflation before the 
project can start. 

Company officials commen- 
ted that the government was 
inviting tenders from the most 
experienced -and the largest 
concerns and sh :-uld conseq- 
uently expect to have to pay 
more. 

But Dr. Qussaiby said the 
bids submitted exceeded by se- 
veral times the entire budget, 
of his ministry’. 


China indicates wish to settle 
dispute over frozen U.S. assets 


HONG KONG, Feb. 18 (R). — 
China has shown interest in set- 
tling a long-standing financial 
dispute with the United States, 
the Far Eastern Economic Re- 
view reported yesterday. 


The dispute dates from the 
1950-53 Korean war, when the 
two countries froze each other’s 
assets. 


The weekly news magazine 
said Chinese officials signalled 
interest in a settlement during a 
visit to Peking last month by 
Mr. David Rockefeller, Chair- 
man of the Chase Manhatten 
Bank. 


According to the report, Mr. 
Rockefeller was told a solution 
to tha assets issue was no lon- 
ger a problem. 

"On his return to the United 
Suites Mr. Rockefeller report- 
ed his information to high' 
level officials in the Carter ad- 
ministration, who are now pre- 
pared to move forward with 
another round of negotiations.” 
the review said. 


lion blocked by Peking. 

Only two days earlier, offi- 
cial bullion figures released in 
London showed that China last 
December shipped over 5350 
million worth of gold for sale 
on the bullion market there. 


Ths article said the dispute 
involved $76.5 million in Chin- 
ese assets held in the U.S., and 
American corporate and private 
property valued at $196.9 mil- 


London banking sources said 
the exceptional size of the 
shipment could be the first si- 
gn of a new Chinese industria- 
lisation drive. 

Gold sales will provide China 
with hard currency that can be 
used in buying capital equip- 
ment and technology from the 
West. 


WALL STREET REPORT 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


N EW YORK, Feb. 18 (R). — A federal judge yesterday sup- 
ported critics of offshore oil drilling and cancelled $1.1 


Prices finished with a moderate decline Friday on the New 
York stock exchange, where the industrial average lost more 
than 3 points in sluggish trading, the volume hitting a 1977 low. 

The Commerce Department announced that th6 consumer price 

index -had climbed 0.8 per cent in January, which doubtless Jed 
to the decline. 

Declines outnumbered advances at the bell by a 796 to 564 
margin as most groups of shares dosed on a mixed to lower tone. RABAT, Feb. 18 (R). — Spain is to lend Morocco $100 million 

At the close, the Industrial average shows at 940.24, a loss fl to buy Spanish equipment under an agreement sign- 

of 3.49 points : Transp at 224.92, a loss of 029; utilities at 106.69, ed here yesterday. The two countries also concluded a fishing 


billion in exploration and drilling rights sold by the U.S. gov- 
ernment in the Atlantic Ocean. The ruling was delivered by 
Judge Jack Weinstein in a case brought by Suffolk County, 
New York, and an environmentalist group, the Natural Resour- 
ces Defense Council. The plaintiffs had argued that Ford admi- 
nistration Interior Secretary Thomas Kleppe violated the Na- 
tional Environment Act when he authorised the sale of the 
leases late last summer. 


a loss of 0.13. 18,000,000 shares changed hands. 


LONDON MARKET REPORT 


agreement for cooperation in shipbuilding, marketing fish pro- 
ducts and shared fishing rights in their coastal waters. Under the 
accord, Spain will also provide credit facilities totalling about 
$51 million to finance port construction in the Western Sahara 
and a naval training school. 


The market closed narrowly mixed Friday after a quiet session 
and at 1500 the F.T. index was up 2.6 at 393.0. 

Early small gains were pared after the January retail price 
index which showed a 2.6 pet rise compared with December. This 
factor was slightly offset in government bonds by the fall in the 
treasury bill tender rate to 10,9284 from 11.1696 pet, dealers said. 

Short-dated government bonds met light two-day interest 
Longs showed little change. Equity leaders were mixed and golds 
saw very little interest. 

The banking sector lost up to 5p after results from Lloyds, 
whose profits were around the bottom end of expectations and 
may set the pattern for the other three clearing banks, dealers said. 
Lloyds itself finished 3p down having risen 2p at the outset 

Oils were relatively active but finished mixed. BLP. was 2p 
down after showing a 6p gain. Shell added 2p while Utramar 
was 5p higher. 

Decca finished 8p up while rises of 2p to 4p were scored by 
most other leaders. Beecham was 2p easier. There was speculative 
demand for Rank Organisation which ended 6p up at 182 after 
187jp. 


CENEVA. Feb. 18 (R). — Mr. Knlit Hammarskjoeld. Director 
'* General of the International Air Transport Association (LA- 
TA), flew to London today to try to persuade the British gov- 
ernment to drop plans for a “security tax" On travellers using 
British airports, an IATA spokesman said, IATA officials said 
they understood the British government planned to make travel- 
lers using its airports pay a tax, in addition to their air fare, to 
meet the cost of airport security. 


MOSCOW, Feb. 18 (R). — 
The Soviet Union has official- 
ly cold the United States that 
Washington’s recent statemen- 
ts on human rights in this co- 
on try would not help relations 
brr.veen the two countries, 
news agency reported to- 

uay. 

Ii said the Soviet Ambassa- 
dor in Washington, Mr. Ana- 
toly Dobrynin, told the State 
Department yesterday his co- 
untry resolutely rejected attem- 
pts to interfere in its internal 
affairs under the pretext of de- 
fending human rights. 

The Soviet move came on the 
same day as the U.S. Embassy 
here delivered a letter from 
President Jimmy Carter to Dr. 
And! si Sakharov, the Krem- 
lin’s most outspoken domestic 
critic. 

Tass sale Mr. Dobrynin met 
the Acting Secretary of State, 
Mr Arthur Hartman, and drew 
his attention to "certain state- 
ments and actions of the Ame- 
rican side that are not con- 
sistent with the aims of a posi- 
tive development of Soviet- 
American relations." 

It was not clear from the 
report whether the meeing took 
place before or after Mr. Car- 
ter’s letter reached Dr. Sakha- 
rov, and Tass did not spell out 
which U.S. statements and ac- 
tions it meant. 

Soviet commentators have 
already condemned as interfe- 
rence the State Department’s 
expressions of support for ar- 
rested soviet dissidents, and 
observers said the decision to 
issue the strongly-worded Tass 
report was almost certainly in- 
tended as a response to Mr. 
Carter as well. 

President Carter had openly 
risked angering the Soviet le- 
adership by sending the mes- 


Dr. 


sage of encouragement to 
Andrei Sakharov. 

His unprecedented gesture 
has boosted the morale of the 
Nobel Peace laureate and his 
fellow dissidents after a crack- 
down on their activities by 
the authorities. 

Dr. Sakharov, clearly deligh- 
ted with the letter, told West- 
ern correspondents last night 
that he saw the president’s 
decision to write to him direct-* 
ly as "an expression of sup- 
port for the human rights mov- 
ement in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe.” 


The injuries happened -when 
Communists and extreme left 
wingers clashed earlier in the 
day. 

Communist trade union lead- 
er Luciano Tjmm had gone to 
the university to appeal to stu- 
dents to return to their clas- 
ses. Violence broke out and he 
' was ushered out of the cam- 
pus by a side entrance after 
being shouted down. 

The extremists accused the 
Communists of selling out to 
the government. 

Education Minister . Franco 
Malfatti, whose proposed re- 
forms have not been published 
in complete form, told colleges 
and universities last month 
that students would be restric- 
ted in their choice of subject 
and would only be allowed to 
take examinations once a year 
instead of three or four times 
as at present. 

The Communist Party, which 
allows the minority Christian 
Democrat government to rema- 
in in power by abstaining in 
parliament, published its own 
plans for educational reforms 
last year. 

Its proposals, although stat- 
ing that the present examina- 
tion system should remain, are 
largely similar to these expect- 
ed to be put forward by Sign- 
or Malfatti 


PAKISTANI . 
ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN 
TURNS VIOLENT 


ISLAMABAD, Feb 18, (F \ 
— Three people were shu - 
dead as Pakistan's . gener ■■ 
election campaign took a vt ‘ 
lent turn, newspapers 
ted today. The Urdu-tena \ :••• 
age paper Nawa-1-Waql®. ' 
two workers of the ruling ft " 
kistan Peoples Party (ppf-' 
were killed yesterday in* __ ... 
clash with supporters of t T: 
independent candidate in • 
town of Mandra, some l ' 
kms. south of the federal c " . 
pital Islamabad. NawaG . 
Waqt and another Urdu dz. - 
ly, Jang, reported that .a r- ' 
lath r e of former Sind pr' 
vince Governor Mir ..Reas. . 
Talpur was killed when tv 
car was fired on near fl— • 
derabad on Wednesday nig! 

The ex-governor, who «n»i. 

ned from the PPP last yet 
claimed in an interview _.vrf 
Nawa-I-Waqt that it- was.ji'j 
lice who shot at the/ear^) 

. ‘ -InV.J 
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Meeting between presidents of North, South 
Yemen marks a turning-point towards union 




By Khader Nassar 


AMMAN, Feb 18, (R). — A 
meeting t h i s week between the 
North and South Yemeni pre- 
sidents marks a turn for the 
better in relations between the 
two southern Arabian neigh- 
bours. 

President Ibrahim A1 Hamdi 
of North Yemen and South Ye- 
men’s bead of state Salem Ro- 
. baye’ Ali met on Tuesday just 
inside North Yemen at Qatabah 
to discuss inter-Yemeni inte- 
rests and how best to reunite 
their countries, according to re- 
ports reaching here from Sa- 
na’a. 

The two countries were one 
land until Britain established 
colonial power in Aden in 1839. 

Tuesday’s encounter was the 
first time the two presidents 
have met on Yemeni soil since 
Lieut Col. A1 Hamdi, disillu- 
sioned with the former three- 
man Republican Council, took 
power in June 1974. 


WORLD NEWS BRIEFS 


The mountain town of Qa- 
tabah was the target of South 
Yemeni raids during the border 
fighting which erupted between 
the two countries in 1972 fol- 
lowing a build-up of tension. 

An Arab League mission me- 
diated and was able to effect 
a ceasefire in October after the 
fighting had continued for a 
full month. 

A peace agreement and an 
accord on eventual reunifica- 
tion of Yemen was signed in 
Cairo on Oct. 28, 1872. 

But two months later it was 
apparent that although the two 
countries shared common reli- 
gion, language and traditions, 
there were obstacles on the 
path towards union. 

In May 1973 fighting B g ait j 
broke _ out between the two 
countries and relations contin- 
ued to be tense during that 
year. 

North Yemen, traditionally a 
conservative Moslem country, 
had always opposed the idea of 
union with the South Yemeni 
Marxist regime. 

Observers in Amman said re- 
lations between the two count- 
ries began to improve after Sa- 


udi Arabia gave recognition^;,'^. 
South Yemen last year. 

The North-South Yemeni r-V 
prpehement comes at a 6 - • ‘ 
when the,region at the south 
end of the Red Sea, faces 
coming of independence for V; ' - 
last foreign-run territory tls 
Djibouti, the French enclave. - 
the African shore opposite . 
two Yemens. 

Signs of improvement ■ 
North-South Yemeni relati’ 
also appeared after the A- 
summit in Cairo last Octot . „ . 
Presidents A1 Hamdi and -: - 
were exhorted by the ot" 
Arab leaders to forget tf-- •' 
differences. 

Before the meeting in 1 ... 
tabah a joint delegation re*:. 
sen ting the two countries * - 
for the Gulf countries to a 
concessionary oil purchases.^ . 

Commenting on the meet. ' 
of the two presidents, the . .', 
ficial North Yemeni daily ne 1 
paper A1 Thawra said yes> . 
day: "The two presidents B. ! . 
shown a sense of national l 
ponsibility and a realisation 
the need to take genuine ' 
sound steps on the road to; 
meni unity.” 


O CCUPIED JERUSALEM, Feb. 18 (AFP). — Seventeen Arab 
teen-agers went on trial in the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
town of Hebron today on charges of "desecrating” the Patriar- 
chs’ Tomb there. The 17 will be the first to be tried by a mili- 
tary tribunal on the desecration charges, for which a total of 52 
persons have been indicted. The rest will be tried in coming 
months. Reports at the time said Arabs damaged the tomb’s Je- 
wish precinct in retaliation for desecration the previous day of 
Moslem prayer bocks at the tomb, by Jews from the Kiryat 
Arba’ sector of Hebron. 


Sweden will forward plai 
for agreement to prohibi 
underground nuclear tests 


P RETORIA, Feb. IS (R). — A South African newspaper said 
today security police Had arrested a number of blacks enabling 
them to break up "various African national congress terror 
groups.” The Rand Daily Mail said about 100 blacks were be- 
lieved to have been arrested and large quantities of explosives, 
hand grenades and Soviet-made weapons seized. Full details were 
being kept secret and major trials were expected which would 
provide "startling evidence about a major offensive that was 
about to be launched in South Africa.” the paper said. 


GENEVA, Feb. 18 (R). — 
Sweden told the Geneva Dis- 
armament Conference yester- 
day it was about to unveil a 
blueprint for a treaty banning 
underground nuclear tests. 

Swedish delegate Mrs. Inga 
Thors son said the Soviet Un- 
ion and the United States ap- 


A NT AN ANARIV O, Feb. 18 (R). -* The Malagasy Republic and 
Libya have signed agreements providing for a Libyan grant of 
$1 million in social aid and a loan of $3 million, according to a 
communique released here yesterday. Malagasy Finance Minister 
Rakotovzo Razakaboana and Libyan Minister for Agricultural 
Development Abdul Majid Daood also signed a cultural coopera- 
tion agreement, it added. 


Price of gold dosed in London Friday at 13625 


B ERLIN, Feb. 18 (AFP). — The Soviet Union has warned the 
Western allies that it will regard direct flights planned by Pan 
American Airways from West Berlin to Zurich, Switzerland, as 
illegal, the East_ German news agency ADN reported today. It 
quoted diplomatic sources In East Berlin as saying an official 
from the Soviet Embassy handed a message to a representative 
of the three Western allies -- the United States, Britain and 
.France -- saying the Soviet Union could not guarantee the 
safety of airliners using the route. 


P ARIS, Feb- 18 (R). — French Socialist leader Francois Mitter- 
rand has accepted an invitation by Israeli Prime Minister Yitz- 
hak Rabin to attend the ruling Labour Party’s congress in Tel 
Aviv next week, the French Socialist Party announced today, M- 
Mitterrand. who has visited Israel several times in recent years, 
is scheduled to arrive next Tuesday with M. Robot PontiQon. 
the party’s secretary in charge of international affairs. 


peared in recent statements to 
have taken a more positive at- 
titude to a comprehensive test'*' site inspection 


CALISBURY, Feb. 18 (AFP). — Hundreds of Rhodesians of all 
J races today responded to President John Wrathall’s call to 


observe a day o* prayer and fasting for peace in the country. 
Congregations, -mostly whites, packed city churches for special 
services, although in city bars and restaurants at midday when 
the services were being held it was business as usual. Premier 
Ian Smith and Deputy Prime Minister Davis Smith and their 
wives attended >a service at the Presbyterian Church in the city 
centre. 


|(UWAIT. Feb. 18 (R). — A new English-language weekly news- 
11 paper, the Arab Times appeared for the first time here today. It 
is published by Mr. Ahmad Jarallah, publisher of the Arabic- 
Janguage daily A1 Siyassah, who last year bought the English- 
language Daily News shortly after it ceased publication. Kuwait 
already has one English-language daily. The Kuwait Times, and 
five Arab dafires. 


ban. 

She called for immediate ne- 
gotiatipns and said Sweden 
would' present a preliminary 
text for a draft treaty to the 
conference of 30 Western, Co- 
mmunist and neutral nations” 
in the very near future." 

Nuclear tests in the atmos- 
phere, outer space and under 
water are banned under an in- 
ternational agreement signed in' 
1963. But attempts to extend it 
to underground blasts have 
been defeated by Sovtet-Ame- 
rican differences over how to 
prevent cheating. 

Mrs. Thomson said she was 
encouraged by the Soviet Uni- 
on’s new willingness to discuss 
methods of one-sitd inspection 
of suspect underground distur- 
bances. i 

The Soviet Union previously 
resisted on-site inspedron, cia- 


uning that long-range seisr . - 
graphs and other methods' i 
re sufficient to distinguish t ; . 
ween natural earth trem 
and small nuclear blasts. ' - 

• Mis., Thorssonn said Swet . 
believed ' present seismolc 
made adequate verification p : . 
sible and hinted the Swed 
draft treaty would contain 
vision only for voluntary 
site inspection * p 


She fold the conference u- , 
-hoped the Swedish draft wovjxh 
speed up negotiations and U0 
low agreement to be reached 
time for; the UJvi; General i 
sembly special session cm c ; 
armament in 1978. 






